Allan Ford's Bristol Lodekkas: The Last
Hurrah of a Bus Icon

##

Nestled in the heart of England, Bristol was once renowned for its thriving
automotive industry. One of the city's most enduring legacies is the Bristol
Lodekka double-decker bus, an iconic symbol of British public transport in
the post-war era.
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Among the many who contributed to the Lodekka's storied history was
Allan Ford, a passionate bus enthusiast and photographer. His remarkable
collection of photographs captures the last hurrah of these beloved
vehicles, documenting their twilight years before they faded into history.
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## The Genesis of a Bus Legend

The Bristol Lodekka first emerged in 1949 as a response to the growing
need for double-decker buses in Britain's rapidly expanding cities.
Designed by C.F. Griffin, the Lodekka boasted a distinctive silhouette with
its high bonnet and long, elegant bodywork. lts rugged construction and
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reliable performance made it an instant favorite among operators and
passengers alike.

Allan Ford's interest in the Lodekka began in his childhood. He vividly
remembers watching these buses ply the streets of Bristol, their distinctive
sound and imposing presence capturing his imagination.

## Capturing the Essence of the Lodekka

As Ford grew older, his fascination with the Lodekka only deepened. Armed
with a camera, he embarked on a lifelong mission to document these iconic
buses in all their glory. Through countless hours spent at bus depots,
attending rallies, and traveling across the country, Ford amassed an
unparalleled collection of photographs.

Ford's images are a testament to the versatility of the Lodekka, capturing it
in a wide variety of roles. From its ubiquitous presence on city streets to its
use as a rural school bus, the Lodekka proved to be an indispensable part
of British life.



A Bristol Lodekka Lowlander, a variant with a lower height for operating in areas with
low bridges.

## The Twilight Years of an Icon

By the 1970s, the reign of the Lodekka was nearing its end. The advent of
more modern buses and the decline of traditional double-decker services
led to the gradual withdrawal of these once-ubiquitous vehicles.

Ford knew that time was running out to capture the Lodekka's final
moments. He tirelessly documented the buses as they were phased out
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from their former haunts. His photographs bear witness to their last
journeys, as they gracefully retired from service.

## A Legacy Preserved

Allan Ford's collection of Lodekka photographs is a priceless testament to a
bygone era of British transportation. His images not only preserve the
memory of these iconic buses but also shed light on the social and cultural
significance they held in post-war Britain.

Today, many of Ford's photographs can be found in the archives of the
Bristol Omnibus Preservation Society, where they serve as a valuable
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resource for enthusiasts and researchers alike.

Allan Ford passed away in 2016, but his legacy lives on through his
extraordinary collection. His photographs have immortalized the Bristol
Lodekka, ensuring that generations to come can appreciate the enduring’i
7] of these beloved buses.

##

The Bristol Lodekka double-decker bus holds a special place in the hearts
of British bus enthusiasts. Its iconic design and rugged reliability made it a
mainstay of public transport for decades. Allan Ford's remarkable collection
of photographs captures the last hurrah of these beloved vehicles,
providing a nostalgic glimpse into a time when they were an indispensable
part of everyday life.

Today, the Leyland Atlantean has become the national symbol for double-
decker buses, leaving the Lodekkas to the realm of vintage charabancs
and enthusiasts. Whether cruising down a modern motorway or gracing the
pages of a classic bus magazine, the enduring legacy of the Lodekka lives
on, thanks in no small part to the efforts of Allan Ford and fellow
enthusiasts.

As we bid farewell to the Bristol Lodekka, let us remember the countless
journeys it has undertaken, the communities it has connected, and the
generations of passengers it has carried. And let us be grateful for those
like Allan Ford, whose passion and dedication have preserved the memory
of this iconic symbol of British transportation for posterity.
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