
Civil Society and Gender Relations in
Authoritarian and Hybrid Regimes
Civil society organizations (CSOs) play a crucial role in promoting gender
equality and women's rights. However, their ability to do so is often
constrained in authoritarian and hybrid regimes. These regimes are
characterized by limited political and civil liberties, and often have a hostile
environment for CSOs that challenge traditional gender roles.
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In this article, we will explore the complex relationship between civil society
and gender relations in authoritarian and hybrid regimes. We will examine
how CSOs can challenge or reinforce gender inequalities in such contexts,
and the factors that shape their effectiveness.

CSOs and Gender Equality

CSOs can play a vital role in promoting gender equality by:
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Providing services and support to women and girls, such as
healthcare, education, and legal aid

Advocating for changes in laws and policies that discriminate against
women

Raising awareness about gender inequality and violence against
women

Mobilizing women and girls to participate in political and decision-
making processes

CSOs can also challenge traditional gender roles and stereotypes by:

Promoting alternative narratives about women and girls

Supporting women's leadership and participation in all spheres of life

Challenging harmful practices that perpetuate gender inequality, such
as child marriage and female genital mutilation

Challenges for CSOs in Authoritarian and Hybrid Regimes

CSOs face a number of challenges in authoritarian and hybrid regimes.
These include:

Legal and administrative restrictions: Authoritarian and hybrid
regimes often impose strict legal and administrative restrictions on
CSOs, making it difficult for them to register, operate, and access
funding.

Harassment and intimidation: CSOs that challenge traditional
gender roles or criticize government policies may face harassment,



intimidation, or even violence.

Censorship and media control: Authoritarian and hybrid regimes
often control the media, making it difficult for CSOs to get their
messages out to the public.

Co-optation and cooptation: Authoritarian and hybrid regimes may
try to co-opt or coopt CSOs by providing them with funding or other
benefits in exchange for their support.

Factors Shaping CSO Effectiveness

The effectiveness of CSOs in promoting gender equality in authoritarian
and hybrid regimes is shaped by a number of factors, including:

Political context: The political context in which CSOs operate has a
major impact on their ability to challenge gender inequalities. In
regimes that are more open and democratic, CSOs have more space
to operate and advocate for change.

CSO characteristics: The characteristics of CSOs themselves also
affect their effectiveness. CSOs that are well-organized, have strong
leadership, and are able to mobilize resources are more likely to be
able to challenge gender inequalities.

Alliances and networks: CSOs that are able to build alliances with
other CSOs, international organizations, and government agencies are
more likely to be able to achieve their goals.

Donor support: Donor support can provide CSOs with the resources
they need to operate and advocate for change. However, donors
should be aware of the risks of co-optation and cooptation.



CSOs play a crucial role in promoting gender equality and women's rights
in authoritarian and hybrid regimes. However, they face a number of
challenges in these contexts, including legal and administrative restrictions,
harassment and intimidation, censorship and media control, and co-
optation and cooptation. The effectiveness of CSOs in challenging gender
inequalities is shaped by a number of factors, including the political context,
CSO characteristics, alliances and networks, and donor support.

Despite the challenges, CSOs have made significant contributions to
promoting gender equality in authoritarian and hybrid regimes. They have
provided services and support to women and girls, advocated for changes
in laws and policies, raised awareness about gender inequality and
violence against women, and mobilized women and girls to participate in
political and decision-making processes.

As the global community continues to grapple with the challenges of
authoritarianism and hybridity, it is important to support the work of CSOs
that are working to promote gender equality and women's rights. By
providing CSOs with the resources and support they need, we can help
them to continue to make a difference in the lives of women and girls
around the world.
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