
Company Ill Seen Ill Said and Worstward Ho:
A Haunting Tale of Betrayal and Redemption

Company Ill Seen Ill Said and Worstward Ho is a hauntingly beautiful novel
by British author Rachel Cusk. First published in 1992, the novel tells the
story of a group of people who come together in the aftermath of a tragedy.
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The novel's title is taken from a line in Shakespeare's play King Lear. In the
play, the character of Kent says, "Ill-seeming ills are good ills, and a good
kill, kill.

This line can be interpreted in many ways, but it seems to suggest that
even the worst events can have some positive consequences. This is a
theme that runs throughout Company Ill Seen Ill Said and Worstward Ho.

Plot Summary

The novel begins with a group of people gathered in a remote cottage in
the English countryside. They have all been invited there by a woman
named Lily, who is the owner of the cottage.

The group includes a variety of people, from different backgrounds and
walks of life. There is a doctor, a lawyer, a teacher, a farmer, and a writer.
They are all strangers to each other, but they are all drawn together by the
shared experience of loss.

Lily has invited the group to the cottage in order to help them come to
terms with their grief. She believes that by sharing their stories, they can
find healing and hope.

The group members are initially reluctant to open up to each other. They
are all still raw from their losses, and they are afraid of being judged.
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However, as they spend more time together, they begin to trust each other
and share their stories.

The stories that the group members tell are heartbreaking, but they are
also inspiring. They are stories of love, loss, betrayal, and redemption.
They are stories that remind us that even in the darkest of times, there is
always hope.

Characters

The characters in Company Ill Seen Ill Said and Worstward Ho are
complex and well-developed. They are all struggling with their own
personal demons, but they are also capable of great love and compassion.

The main characters in the novel are:

Lily: The owner of the cottage and the person who invited the group
together. Lily is a kind and compassionate woman who has
experienced her own share of loss.

Dr. John: A doctor who has lost his wife and daughter in a car
accident. John is a good man who is struggling to come to terms with
his grief.

Sarah: A lawyer who has lost her husband to cancer. Sarah is a strong
and independent woman who is trying to rebuild her life.

Tom: A teacher who has lost his job and his home. Tom is a talented
musician who is struggling to find his place in the world.

David: A farmer who has lost his wife and children in a house fire.
David is a broken man who is trying to find a reason to live.



Themes

The novel explores a number of themes, including:

Grief and loss: The novel is about the different ways that people
grieve and cope with loss.

Betrayal: The novel also explores the theme of betrayal, both in
relationships and in life in general.

Redemption: The novel offers a message of hope and redemption,
even in the darkest of times.

Analysis

Company Ill Seen Ill Said and Worstward Ho is a beautifully written and
thought-provoking novel. It is a novel that will stay with you long after you
finish reading it.

The novel's strength lies in its characters. They are all complex and well-
developed, and they are all struggling with their own personal demons. The
reader is able to connect with the characters on a deep level, and their
stories are both heartbreaking and inspiring.

The novel also explores a number of important themes, including grief,
loss, betrayal, and redemption. These are all universal themes that
resonate with readers of all ages. The novel offers a unique perspective on
these themes, and it provides a message of hope and healing.

Company Ill Seen Ill Said and Worstward Ho is a must-read for anyone
who is interested in literature, human nature, or the search for meaning in



life. It is a novel that will stay with you long after you finish reading it, and it
is a novel that will continue to inspire you long after you put it down.
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