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Craniofacial surgery is a complex and highly specialized field that requires
extensive training and experience. To ensure the highest standards of care
and patient safety, surgeons who wish to practice craniofacial surgery must
obtain board certification. This guide will provide a comprehensive overview
of the craniofacial surgery board certification process, including eligibility
requirements, application procedures, preparation strategies, and career
opportunities.

Eligibility Requirements

To be eligible for craniofacial surgery board certification, candidates must
meet the following requirements:

A medical degree from an accredited medical school
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Completion of an accredited residency program in oral and
maxillofacial surgery, plastic surgery, or otolaryngology-head and neck
surgery

A minimum of one year of fellowship training in craniofacial surgery

Current licensure to practice medicine in the United States

Application Process

Candidates who meet the eligibility requirements can apply for craniofacial
surgery board certification through the following organizations:

American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery (ABOMS)

American Board of Plastic Surgery (ABPS)

American Board of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery (ABO-
HNS)

The application process for each organization is similar and typically
involves the following steps:

1. Submitting a completed application form

2. Providing proof of eligibility requirements

3. Attending an oral examination

4. Passing a written examination

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the craniofacial surgery board certification exams requires a
significant investment of time and effort. Candidates should consider the



following strategies:

Reviewing the examination content outlines: Each board
organization publishes a detailed outline of the topics covered on their
examinations. Candidates should carefully review these outlines to
identify areas that require additional study.

Studying textbooks and peer-reviewed literature: There are a
number of excellent textbooks and peer-reviewed articles that cover
the core topics of craniofacial surgery. Candidates should prioritize
studying these materials to build a strong foundation of knowledge.

Attending lectures and workshops: Many professional organizations
offer lectures and workshops on craniofacial surgery. These events
can be a valuable way to learn from experienced surgeons and review
the latest advances in the field.

Taking practice examinations: Practice examinations can help
candidates assess their knowledge and identify areas that need further
study. Several organizations offer practice examinations, and
candidates can also create their own practice questions based on the
examination content outlines.

Career Opportunities

Board certification in craniofacial surgery opens up a wide range of career
opportunities. Craniofacial surgeons can work in a variety of settings,
including:

Hospitals

Academic medical centers



Private clinics

Research institutions

Craniofacial surgeons can perform a variety of procedures, including:

Cleft lip and palate repair

Craniosynostosis repair

Orbital decompression

Facial trauma repair

Microtia reconstruction

With their extensive training and experience, craniofacial surgeons are
well-positioned to provide comprehensive care to patients with a wide
range of facial deformities.

Craniofacial surgery board certification is a rigorous process, but it is
essential for surgeons who wish to practice this complex and rewarding
specialty. By carefully preparing for the examination and meeting the
eligibility requirements, candidates can demonstrate their commitment to
providing the highest quality of care to their patients.
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