
From Global Dependence to Local
Interdependence: The Schumacher Lectures
The Schumacher Lectures are a series of annual lectures that explore the
relationship between economics, ecology, and society. The lectures are
named after E.F. Schumacher, a British economist and author who wrote
the influential book Small Is Beautiful. Schumacher argued that the global
economy is unsustainable and that we need to move towards a more
localized and sustainable way of life.

Moving Toward Community: From Global Dependence
to Local Interdependence (Annual E. F. Schumacher
Lectures Book 16) by Jennifer S. Holmes

4.6 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1262 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 24 pages
Lending : Enabled

The Schumacher Lectures have been given by a wide range of speakers,
including economists, environmentalists, and social activists. The lectures
have helped to raise awareness of the need for a more sustainable
economy and have inspired people to work towards creating a more just
and equitable world.
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The Challenge of Global Dependence

The global economy is a complex and interconnected system. Goods and
services are produced and consumed all over the world, and the movement
of people and capital is constantly increasing. This interconnectedness has
brought many benefits, such as increased trade and economic growth.
However, it has also created a number of challenges, including:

Environmental degradation: The global economy is based on the
consumption of fossil fuels and other natural resources. This
consumption is causing environmental damage, such as climate
change, air pollution, and water pollution.

Social inequality: The global economy has led to a widening gap
between the rich and the poor. This inequality is due to a number of
factors, including the unequal distribution of wealth and income, the
exploitation of workers in developing countries, and the lack of access
to basic services for the poor.

Economic instability: The global economy is prone to boom-and-bust
cycles. These cycles can lead to job losses, financial crises, and social
unrest.

The Promise of Local Interdependence

The challenges of global dependence are real and urgent. However, there
is a growing movement of people who are working to create a more
localized and sustainable economy. This movement is based on the idea of
local interdependence, which means that communities are able to meet
their own needs and support each other without relying on distant sources
of goods and services.



There are many benefits to local interdependence, including:

Environmental sustainability: Local economies are less reliant on
fossil fuels and other natural resources. This reduces environmental
damage and helps to protect the planet.

Social equity: Local economies are more likely to be based on
cooperation and mutual support. This can help to reduce inequality
and create a more just and equitable world.

Economic resilience: Local economies are less vulnerable to boom-
and-bust cycles. This is because they are not as reliant on distant
sources of goods and services.

Creating a More Localized and Sustainable Economy

The transition to a more localized and sustainable economy will not be
easy. It will require changes in the way we produce and consume goods
and services, the way we organize our communities, and the way we think
about the world. However, it is a necessary transition if we want to create a
more just, equitable, and sustainable future for all.

There are many things that can be done to create a more localized and
sustainable economy. Some of these things include:

Supporting local businesses: Local businesses are the backbone of
a local economy. They create jobs, support local farmers and
producers, and help to keep money circulating in the community.

Growing your own food: Growing your own food is a great way to
reduce your reliance on distant sources of food. It is also a healthy and
rewarding activity.



Reducing your consumption: The less you consume, the less impact
you have on the environment. Try to buy less stuff, and repair or reuse
things whenever possible.

Getting involved in your community: The best way to create a more
localized and sustainable economy is to get involved in your
community. Volunteer your time, support local organizations, and work
to make your community a better place for everyone.

The transition to a more localized and sustainable economy is an essential
step towards creating a more just, equitable, and sustainable future for all.
By supporting local businesses, growing our own food, reducing our
consumption, and getting involved in our communities, we can help to
create a more localized and sustainable economy that meets the needs of
everyone.
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