Isabella Braveheart Of France Colin Falconer:
A Royal Love Story Tested by War and
Betrayal

In the annals of history, Isabella Braveheart Of France stands as a towering
figure, a princess turned warrior queen whose life was a testament to
courage, resilience, and unwavering love. Her story, chronicled in Colin
Falconer's captivating novel, is an extraordinary tale that intertwines the
personal and the political, set against the tumultuous backdrop of the
Hundred Years' War.
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A Royal Lineage

Isabella was born in 1295 into the illustrious House of Capet, a dynasty that
had ruled France for centuries. As the daughter of King Philip IV of France
and Queen Joan | of Navarre, her royal lineage ensured a privileged
upbringing. However, her destiny would soon take an unexpected turn.

A Political Marriage
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In 1308, at the tender age of 12, Isabella was betrothed to Edward Il of
England, a union intended to forge a political alliance between their two
nations. Despite their significant age difference, Isabella was sent to
England to meet her future husband. The marriage, however, proved to be
far from a happy union.

Edward Il, weak-willed and influenced by his male favorites, treated
Isabella with disdain. Their relationship became strained, and Isabella
found herself marginalized and lonely in the English court.

The Rise of Robert the Bruce

Meanwhile, across the border in Scotland, a formidable leader emerged:
Robert the Bruce. Crowned King of Scotland in 1306, Bruce led a fierce
resistance against English rule. His victories at the Battles of Bannockburn
(1314) and Battle of Neville's Cross (1346) dealt significant blows to
English power.

A Change of Heart

As the war raged, Isabella's heart stirred with sympathy for the Scottish
cause. Bruce's courage and determination resonated with her, and she
began to see him as a true warrior king. Over time, her feelings for him
blossomed into a deep love.

In a daring act of defiance, Isabella secretly corresponded with Bruce,
pledging her support to his fight for Scottish independence. Their love affair,
fraught with danger and intrigue, became a testament to their shared
beliefs and the indomitable spirit of rebellion.

The Battle for Her Throne



Edward Il, suspicious of Isabella's activities, imprisoned her in various
castles throughout England. Determined to free herself and support Bruce,
Isabella forged an alliance with her lover, Roger Mortimer, a powerful
English baron.

Together, Isabella and Mortimer planned a daring escape from England. In
1326, they successfully fled to France with Edward's young son, Edward IlI.
Isabella then rallied support from French nobles and launched an invasion
of England.

The English army, weakened by years of war and internal divisions, was no
match for Isabella's forces. Edward Il was captured and overthrown, and
Isabella became the de facto ruler of England.

A Tumultuous Reign

Isabella's reign was marked by both triumph and tragedy. She initially ruled
as regent for her son, Edward Ill, but her power was gradually eroded by
Mortimer, who grew increasingly ambitious.

In 1330, Isabella and Mortimer's reign came to an abrupt end when Edward
lll, now 18 years old, asserted his royal authority. Mortimer was executed,
and Isabella was stripped of her power and influence.

Legacy of a Warrior Queen

Isabella Braveheart Of France's life was a remarkable tapestry woven with
love, betrayal, and unwavering courage. Her story, immortalized in Colin
Falconer's novel, continues to inspire generations with its timeless themes
of resilience, determination, and the enduring power of love.



Isabella's legacy as a warrior queen has left an indelible mark on Scottish
history. Her unwavering support for Robert the Bruce and her role in the
Scottish Wars of Independence earned her the title "Braveheart," a
testament to her indomitable spirit.

Isabella's story is a reminder that even in the face of adversity, the human
spirit can triumph. Her courage, determination, and unyielding love will
forever be an inspiration to all who seek to make a difference in the world.

Additional Resources:
= Isabella of France: A Royal Love Story
» |sabella of Scotland, Wife of Robert the Bruce

= |sabella (queen of England)
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