
Little Musicals for Little Theatres: A
Comprehensive Guide for Thriving in a Small-
Scale Setting

The world of theatre is vast and diverse, encompassing everything from
grand, sprawling productions in iconic playhouses to intimate, heartfelt
performances in local community centers. For smaller theatres with limited
resources, producing a full-scale musical can be a daunting task. However,
there is a wealth of smaller-scale musicals that offer the perfect solution for
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these venues, providing the opportunity to deliver captivating entertainment
without breaking the bank.

Advantages of Little Musicals for Little Theatres

Cost-effective: Little musicals typically require fewer performers, a
smaller set, and less elaborate costumes and props, resulting in
significant savings compared to larger-scale productions.

Intimate: Smaller venues create a more intimate experience for both
performers and audience members, fostering a sense of connection
and immediacy.

Accessible: Little musicals often have lower running costs and shorter
rehearsal periods, making them more accessible to emerging theatre
companies and community groups with limited resources.

Flexible: The smaller scale of these musicals allows for greater
flexibility in scheduling, venue selection, and casting, providing more
opportunities for experimentation and community involvement.

Selecting the Right Musical



Choosing the right musical for a little theatre requires careful consideration
of several factors:
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Number of performers: Determine the number of actors, singers, and
musicians that the theatre can accommodate.

Venue size and configuration: Consider the physical limitations of
the venue, including stage dimensions, seating capacity, and technical
capabilities.

Target audience: Identify the age range, interests, and demographics
of the intended audience.

Musical style: Select a musical that aligns with the theatre's artistic
sensibilities and the audience's preferences.

Licensing fees and availability: Research the licensing requirements
and availability of the desired musical.

Rehearsing and Staging Little Musicals

FREE
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Once a musical has been selected, the production team can begin the
process of rehearsing and staging:

Rehearsal schedule: Establish a realistic rehearsal schedule that
allows sufficient time for learning the music, blocking, and character
development.

Set design: Design a set that is both visually appealing and functional
within the constraints of the venue.

Costume and makeup design: Create costumes and makeup that
enhance the characters and support the overall aesthetic of the
production.

Lighting and sound design: Utilize lighting and sound to enhance the
atmosphere, support the storytelling, and create a memorable
experience.

Technical rehearsal: Conduct thorough technical rehearsals to
ensure seamless transitions, smooth lighting cues, and effective sound
reinforcement.

Marketing and Audience Engagement



To ensure a successful run, it is crucial to develop a comprehensive
marketing and audience engagement strategy:

Target audience identification: Define the specific audience
segments that are most likely to be interested in the musical.

Marketing channels: Utilize a variety of marketing channels, including
social media, email campaigns, print advertising, and partnerships with
local businesses and organizations.

Online presence: Create a website and social media profiles
dedicated to the musical, providing information, updates, and
opportunities for audience interaction.

Community outreach: Engage with the local community through
workshops, school performances, and other events that build
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anticipation and foster a sense of ownership.

Ticket sales and promotions: Offer flexible ticket options, such as
tiered pricing, group discounts, and loyalty programs, to increase
accessibility and drive sales.

Case Studies and Success Stories

Numerous little musicals have achieved remarkable success in small
theatres around the world, proving their power to captivate audiences and
leave a lasting impression:

"Dogfight": A small-scale musical set during the Vietnam War that
premiered off-Broadway in 2012 and has since been performed by
numerous regional and community theatres.
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"The Fantasticks": A whimsical and heartwarming musical that
premiered in 1960 and has become one of the most frequently
performed shows in American theatre.

"Spring Awakening": A Tony Award-winning musical that explores the
themes of adolescence, sexuality, and societal expectations,
showcasing the power of music to convey complex emotions in an
intimate setting.

Little musicals offer a wealth of opportunities for small theatres to deliver
compelling and affordable theatrical experiences. By carefully selecting the
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right musical, following best practices for rehearsing and staging, and
implementing effective marketing strategies, theatres can harness the
power of these smaller-scale productions to engage audiences, build
community, and create lasting memories.

Embracing the unique strengths and challenges of little musicals empowers
small theatres to thrive, fostering a vibrant and inclusive theatrical
landscape where every story, no matter its size, has a chance to be told.
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