Rethinking Residential Private Government:
Urban Institute Press

Residential private government (RPG) is a growing phenomenon in the
United States and around the world. RPGs are private entities that provide
essential public services, such as security, infrastructure, and social
services, to residents of gated communities and other private
developments.
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RPGs are becoming increasingly common for a number of reasons. First,
the demand for private security has increased in recent years, as crime
rates have risen and residents have become more concerned about their
safety. Second, the cost of providing public services has increased, and
local governments are increasingly looking to private companies to provide
these services.
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RPGs have a number of advantages over traditional public service
providers. They are often more efficient and cost-effective, and they can be
more responsive to the needs of residents. However, RPGs also raise a
number of concerns. One concern is that RPGs may be less accountable to
residents than traditional public service providers. Another concern is that
RPGs may create a two-tiered system of service provision, with residents
of gated communities receiving better services than residents of other
neighborhoods.

The growth of RPGs has important implications for urban governance.
RPGs are changing the way that cities are governed, and they are raising
new questions about the role of government in providing public services.

The Rise of Residential Private Government

RPGs have been around for centuries, but they have become increasingly
common in recent years. In the United States, the number of gated
communities has increased from around 10,000 in the 1970s to over
50,000 today. These communities are home to millions of people, and they
are often governed by private homeowners associations (HOAs). HOAs
provide a wide range of services to residents, including security,
landscaping, and maintenance.

RPGs are not limited to gated communities. They are also found in other
types of private developments, such as apartment buildings, office parks,
and shopping malls. These developments are often managed by private

companies, which provide a range of services to tenants and employees.

The growth of RPGs is being driven by a number of factors, including the
demand for private security, the rising cost of public services, and the



increasing popularity of private developments.

The Advantages of Residential Private Government

RPGs offer a number of advantages over traditional public service
providers. First, they are often more efficient and cost-effective. RPGs are
not subject to the same regulations as public agencies, and they are not
required to provide the same level of services. This allows them to operate
more efficiently and to keep costs down.

Second, RPGs can be more responsive to the needs of residents. RPGs
are managed by private companies, which are more likely to be responsive
to the needs of their customers. This allows RPGs to provide the services
that residents want, when they want them.

Third, RPGs can create a more sense of community. RPGs often provide a
range of amenities and services that residents can use, such as swimming
pools, fitness centers, and clubhouses. This can create a more sense of
community among residents.

The Concerns About Residential Private Government

Despite their advantages, RPGs also raise a number of concerns. One
concern is that RPGs may be less accountable to residents than traditional
public service providers. RPGs are not subject to the same regulations as
public agencies, and they are not required to be transparent about their
operations.

Another concern is that RPGs may create a two-tiered system of service
provision, with residents of gated communities receiving better services
than residents of other neighborhoods. RPGs are often funded by fees paid



by residents, which means that residents of wealthier communities can
afford to pay for better services.

Finally, RPGs may undermine the role of government in providing public
services. If more and more services are provided by private companies, the
government may become less involved in providing these services. This
could lead to a decline in the quality of public services, and it could make it
more difficult for the government to address the needs of all residents.

The Future of Residential Private Government

The growth of RPGs is a significant trend that is likely to continue in the
future. RPGs offer a number of advantages over traditional public service
providers, and they are becoming increasingly popular with residents.
However, RPGs also raise a number of concerns, and it is important to
address these concerns before they become more widespread.

As the number of RPGs grows, it is important to ensure that they are
accountable to residents and that they do not create a two-tiered system of
service provision. It is also important to ensure that RPGs do not
undermine the role of government in providing public services.

The growth of RPGs is a challenge for urban governance. However, it is
also an opportunity to rethink the way that cities are governed. By working
together, governments, residents, and private companies can create a
more equitable and sustainable system of service provision.
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