
That Guy Fae The Corries: An In-Depth
Exploration of the Scottish Folk Music Icon
The Early Years of Ronnie Browne

Ronnie Browne, affectionately known as "That Guy Fae The Corries," was
born in the vibrant city of Aberdeen, Scotland, on January 25, 1932. His
early life was filled with the sounds of traditional Scottish music, as his
father was a keen accordion player. Ronnie's musical journey began at a
young age, and by his teenage years, he had become an accomplished
guitarist and singer.
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In the bustling pubs and folk clubs of Aberdeen, Ronnie's raw talent and
charismatic stage presence quickly caught the attention of fellow musicians
and music lovers alike. It was during this time that he met Roy Williamson,
a fellow folk enthusiast who would later become his close friend and
musical partner in The Corries.

The Formation of The Corries
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In 1957, Ronnie Browne and Roy Williamson joined forces to form The
Corries, a folk group that would go on to become one of the most iconic
and influential in Scottish music history. The duo's shared love for
traditional Scottish ballads and their ability to interpret them with a fresh
and contemporary sound quickly resonated with audiences.
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The Corries' repertoire spanned a wide range of traditional and
contemporary Scottish songs, from the haunting "The Bonnie Earl O'
Moray" to the upbeat and humorous "A Man's A Man for A' That." Ronnie
Browne's distinctive vocals and Roy Williamson's masterful guitar playing
became the signature sound of the group, captivating audiences with their
authentic and heartfelt performances.

Rise to Fame and International Acclaim
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Throughout the 1960s and 1970s, The Corries' popularity soared, not only
in Scotland but also internationally. They released a string of successful
albums, including "The Corries Sing Folk Songs" (1963),"Bonny Pit Laddie"
(1967),and "The Corries Greatest Hits" (1972).

The group's performances were not confined to folk clubs and concert
halls; they also appeared on television and radio programs, further
expanding their reach and introducing Scottish folk music to a wider
audience. Their performances were characterized by their lively stage
presence, their infectious enthusiasm, and their deep respect for the
tradition they represented.

Solo Career and Later Years
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In the late 1980s, after three decades with The Corries, Ronnie Browne
decided to embark on a solo career. He continued to perform and record,
releasing several acclaimed solo albums, including "The Wee Man's Big
Hoose" (1989) and "The Last of the Mohicans" (2006).

Ronnie Browne's solo work showcased his versatility as a singer and
songwriter, as he explored a wide range of musical styles, from traditional
Scottish folk to contemporary ballads and even jazz. However, his deep-
rooted connection to his Scottish heritage remained evident in his music,
and he continued to champion traditional Scottish songs and culture
throughout his solo career.

Legacy and Impact



Ronnie Browne passed away in 2022 at the age of 90, leaving behind a
rich musical legacy that continues to inspire and resonate with audiences
worldwide. As "That Guy Fae The Corries," he played a pivotal role in
shaping the sound of modern Scottish folk music and in introducing it to a
global stage.
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Ronnie Browne's music is known for its authenticity, its heartfelt emotion,
and its timeless appeal. His ability to connect with audiences on a personal
level, through his songs and his charismatic stage presence, ensured that
his music would endure long after he was gone.

Ronnie Browne's legacy is not only his vast body of recorded music but
also the influence he had on generations of musicians and music lovers.
His passion for Scottish folk culture, his commitment to preserving
traditional songs, and his dedication to his craft have left an enduring mark
on the Scottish music scene and beyond.

Ronnie Browne, "That Guy Fae The Corries," was more than just a singer
and guitarist; he was a cultural icon who embodied the spirit of Scottish folk
music. His music, his performances, and his unwavering dedication to his
craft have left an indelible legacy that continues to inspire and captivate
audiences worldwide.

Through his work with The Corries and his solo career, Ronnie Browne
played a pivotal role in shaping the sound of modern Scottish folk music
and in introducing it to a global stage. His music is a testament to the
enduring power of tradition, the importance of authenticity, and the ability of
music to connect people across generations.
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