
The Life and Times of the Legendary Opera
Impresario Domenico Barbaja
Domenico Barbaja was born in Milan, Italy, in 1778. He was the son of a
poor cobbler, and he began his career as a waiter in a coffeehouse.
However, Barbaja had a natural talent for business, and he soon became
the manager of the coffeehouse. In 1805, he took over the management of
La Scala, one of the most prestigious opera houses in Europe.
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Barbaja was a shrewd businessman, and he quickly made La Scala one of
the most successful opera houses in the world. He was able to attract the
best singers and musicians, and he staged lavish productions that were the
talk of the town. Barbaja was also a keen judge of talent, and he was
instrumental in the careers of many great opera singers, including Maria
Malibran and Giuditta Pasta.
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In 1815, Barbaja took over the management of the San Carlo opera house
in Naples. He also managed opera houses in Vienna and London. Barbaja
was a tireless worker, and he was always looking for new ways to improve
his opera houses. He introduced many innovations, including the use of
gas lighting and the of new operas to the repertoire.

Barbaja was a controversial figure, and he was often accused of being
greedy and ruthless. However, there is no doubt that he was one of the
most successful and influential opera impresarios of the 19th century. He
played a major role in the development of opera, and he helped to make it
one of the most popular forms of entertainment in the world.

Barbaja died in Naples in 1841. He was 63 years old. He is buried in the
Cimitero di Poggioreale in Naples.

Barbaja's Legacy

Barbaja's legacy is still felt today. He is considered one of the most
important figures in the history of opera. His innovations helped to shape
the way opera is performed and produced today. He also played a major
role in the development of the careers of many great opera singers.

Barbaja's story is a rags-to-riches tale that is both inspiring and cautionary.
He was a man of humble origins who rose to the top of his profession.
However, he was also a ruthless businessman who was not afraid to use
underhanded tactics to achieve his goals. Barbaja's legacy is a reminder
that success can come at a price.

Additional Resources

Domenico Barbaja on Britannica.com



Domenico Barbaja on Naxos.com

Domenico Barbaja: The Man Who Changed Opera on
OperaNews.com
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Her Turn On Stage: Stepping Into The Spotlight
Of Empowerment, Confidence, and
Transformation
In the realm of personal growth and empowerment, there's a
transformative moment that ignites a flame within us, a moment when we
step out of the shadows and onto the...
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Mastering the Pick Indicator System: A
Comprehensive Guide with Trading Rules
In the ever-evolving world of trading, traders constantly seek reliable and
effective tools to enhance their decision-making and improve their...
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