William Semo: The Poet Laureate of the Laurel
Highlands

William Semo is a poet, author, and educator who has been writing and
teaching about the Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania for over 40 years. He
is the Poet Laureate of the Laurel Highlands, and his work has been
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featured in numerous publications, including The New York Times, The
Washington Post, and The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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Semo's poetry is often inspired by the natural beauty of the Laurel
Highlands, and he has a deep love for the region and its people. His work
is also known for its honesty, humor, and insight into the human condition.

In addition to his poetry, Semo has also written several books about the
Laurel Highlands, including "The Laurel Highlands: A Natural and Cultural
History" and "The Laurel Highlands Trail Guide." He is also the founder and
director of the Laurel Highlands Writing Institute, which offers workshops
and classes for writers of all levels.

Early Life and Education

William Semo was born in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in 1943. He grew up
in the nearby town of Windber, and he attended the University of
Pittsburgh, where he earned a degree in English. After graduating from
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college, Semo worked as a teacher and a journalist before turning to writing
full-time.

Literary Career

Semo's first book of poetry, "The First Snow," was published in 1972. Since
then, he has published over 20 books of poetry, fiction, and non-fiction. His
work has been translated into several languages, and he has received
numerous awards for his writing, including the Pennsylvania Council on the
Arts Creative Writing Fellowship and the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction.

Semo's poetry is often praised for its beauty, honesty, and insight into the
human condition. His work has been compared to that of Robert Frost and
Wallace Stevens, and he is considered one of the most important poets
writing today.

The Laurel Highlands

The Laurel Highlands is a region of southwestern Pennsylvania that is
known for its natural beauty and its rich history. The region is home to
several state parks and forests, as well as the Allegheny Mountains and the
Laurel Ridge.

Semo has a deep love for the Laurel Highlands, and his work is often
inspired by the region's natural beauty. His poems celebrate the region's
mountains, forests, and rivers, and he has a keen eye for the details of the
natural world.

Semo's work also explores the human history of the Laurel Highlands. He
writes about the region's Native American heritage, its early settlers, and its



industrial past. His work is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to
learn more about the history of the region.

The Laurel Highlands Writing Institute

The Laurel Highlands Writing Institute is a non-profit organization that was
founded by Semo in 2000. The institute offers workshops and classes for
writers of all levels, and it is dedicated to promoting the art of writing in the
Laurel Highlands.

The institute offers a variety of workshops and classes, including poetry,
fiction, non-fiction, and playwriting. The institute also offers a summer
writing retreat, which is held at a historic lodge in the Laurel Highlands.

The Laurel Highlands Writing Institute is a valuable resource for writers of
all levels, and it is a great way to learn more about the art of writing and the
Laurel Highlands.

William Semo is a poet, author, and educator who has made a significant
contribution to the literary and cultural landscape of the Laurel Highlands.
His work is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn more about
the region's natural beauty, its history, and its people.
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